Parnell
from one of his contemporaries, is interesting because of
some points of resemblance it contains between him and his
grand-nephew, Charles Stewart Parnell:
*' Sir Henry Parnell is a respectable, but by no means a
superior speaker* He has a fine clear voice, but he never
varies the key in which he commences* He is, however,
audible in all parts of the House* His utterance is well
timed, and he appears to speak with great ease. He delivers
his speeches in much the same way as if he were repeating
some pieces of writing he had committed to his memory
in his schoolboy years* His gesticulation is a great deal too
tame for his speeches to produce any effect* He stands stock
still except when he occasionally raises and lets fall his right
hand* * * *"
He was, as Mr* O'Brien points out, an opponent of the use
of the lash nearly half a century before Charles Parnell took a
powerful part in the agitation against flogging in the services.
One may compare this account of Lord Congleton with that
of his grand-nephew, given by his brother:4t He was always
afraid of lapsing into an error of grammar or spelling, and for a
considerable time wrote out his speeches word for word, and
carefully corrected them before delivery*"1
^" When speaking in public he stood up rather stiffly, with
his arms folded loosely in front of him, though very occasion-
ally I have seen him with them clasped behind his back* * , ,
He spoke in a rather low voice, but slowly and very distinctly,
making every word tell* He rarely emphasised any point,
however important, by raising his voice or by gesticulating
in any way with his arms* As a matter of fact, he always
had a horror, even in private life, of speaking loudly* I
remember an instance of this one time when we were together
at^Avondale* We were walking down the road to the saw-
mills, when I noticed that some of his men working on a field
near-by were taking things very easily, even for Irish labourers,
1 Charles Stewart Parnellt by John Howard Parnell, p, 53*
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